Detection of sialic acid in trophozoites of Entamoeba histolytica (NIH:200).
In two successive experiments detection of sialic acid was achieved from trophozoites of axenically grown E. histolytica (NIH:200) using silicic acid column chromatography for the separation of sialosylated lipids and asialosylated lipids from total lipids. Sialic acid of the sialosylated lipids was detected through thiobarbituric acid assay followed by acid hydrolysis. These findings indicate that presence of sialic acid is not only a character of the cystic stage but also that of trophozoites of E. histolytica. Detection of sialic acid confirmed the electronegative charge of the surface membrane (glycocalyx) of E. histolytica trophozoites.